Chatfield Band Program

205 Union Street NE

Chatfield, MN 55923

Katy Jablonski, Director

E-mail:  kjablonski@chatfield.k12.mn.us
Phone: (507) 867-4210 x 5181, Fax: (888) 518-0701
TO: 4th Grade Students and Parents

FROM: Miss Katy Jablonski, 5-12 Band Director

RE: Beginning Band Information and Start-Up Schedule
April 22nd, 2016
Greetings from the Band Room! I’m so pleased to continue as part of the faculty at Chatfield High School, maintaining Chatfield’s rich band tradition! In the past, the band has distinguished itself in national concert band and marching band competitions. Presently, the band consistently receives perfect scores and other high superior ratings at festivals and has recently expanded the marching and jazz band curriculum. The Chatfield community has high expectations of its band program; therefore students and director work hard as a team to not only maintain but also surpass the program’s own reputation. Most importantly, we have so much FUN doing it!

It has been proven on so many levels that instrumental music study benefits a child’s physical, intellectual, and emotional development (contact Miss Jablonski for research, stats, and other relevant info.).  It helps stimulate motor development, enhances memory, teaches countless study skills, encourages teamwork and sharing, and provides a social group in which members understand their individual importance and the necessary interaction that comes with being a part of a team. Whether one talks of Math, English, History, P.E., Science, Social Studies…I have yet to find a school subject that is not reinforced by the study of music. Instrumental students enjoy the benefits of making music for a lifetime. I hope you will allow your child this opportunity. It is such a wonderful activity to be involved in!

GETTING STARTED

Step One: Instrument Demonstration at the Elementary School
Students will be given the opportunity to see all the instruments “in action” on May 2nd,  and can begin making initial choices regarding what instrument they would like to play.

Step Two: Fill Out and Return Instrument Interest Form

Complete and return the Instrument Interest Form that lists students’ top three instrument choices (in order of preference) to their classroom teachers by Friday, May 6th  (we’ll take them sooner!). This will give me an idea of what type of instrumentation to expect and will allow me to plan for school instrument usage. It will also alert me to instruments that are a popular choice among the students this year. It is my goal to create a balanced band that will stand the test of time and remain balanced when these 5th graders are seniors in high school!
*INSTRUMENTATION—Please Read Carefully!*
In order to end up with a balanced band, we must start the appropriate number of students on each instrument.  Generally, the clarinet section is the largest (akin to the violin section of the orchestra), followed closely by the trumpet section.  There are a few sections, however, that if too large will harm the sound of the band. Saxophones, Flutes, and Percussion fall into this category.  I would encourage students who wish to play the saxophone to try the clarinet first, as we need lots of those to make our band sound great! Too many saxophones in a band will overpower everyone else and makes it necessary to play very softly at all times (and that’s no fun!). Keep in mind that you can always learn the saxophone later to play in the jazz band, pep band, and marching band…it’s a pretty easy 2nd instrument to learn!  
An instrument that is essential to the band is the trombone. Trombone players get a lot of the fun parts in our pep band music heard at various athletic events and are essential to the success of those groups. Trombone is the only instrument with a “slide” and students must have a good musical ear to play it well. (This, of course, can be taught!) We need lots of trombones to have a great sounding band! Tubas and the baritone (known as the euphonium or “little tuba”) are also EXTREMELY important to the overall balance of the band. Tubas have complete control of the volume in the band (everyone else has to follow them!) and euphoniums get to play both the bass lines and the melodies! The nice thing about tubas and euphoniums is the low cost involved. Past the purchase price of a mouthpiece ($60-$100), the rental cost is only $40/year vs. a monthly payment for all other instruments. No reeds to purchase. Just the occasional $5 bottle of oil (once every two years or so).
Also remember that there are several “unique” instruments that are very important to the sound of a great band. These include the oboe, bassoon, and French horn. All three instruments are ESSENTIAL to a great band sound! Because of this, only the most serious students will be chosen – consider it an honor! When French horn-ists advance into the high school band, they have the most prominent role in the band music. (French horns are another low-cost option as the rental cost is the same as the euphoniums and tubas.) Oboes get many opportunities to play “solos” (spotlight pieces) and Bassoons are now becoming more and more popular (one famous bassoon quartet plays the music of Lady Gaga!). Oboes and bassoons are the most expensive instruments. I recommend starting on clarinet first, then switching later.
THE PERCUSSION FACTOR

Often, students will want to play instruments that their friends are playing. While this is encouraged, it can become a problem, especially when the student has a large group of friends all wanting to play the same instrument! As always, percussion (the “drums”) seems to be a popular choice. 

Percussionists need a natural ability in rhythmic execution and an aggressive personality that will thrive in a section that requires high self-esteem and GUTS as percussionists are always soloists.

One problem with starting too many percussionists is that only five or six percussion parts are written for every piece of music. In high school, there are usually two, if not three or four grades in one band. That means that I could only start 2 or 3 percussionists each year in order to keep a balanced band. If I started even five percussionists each year, I would end up with 10-15 percussionists PER BAND, which is an overload. Each percussionist would only get to play one instrument on one piece of music for each concert. That equals not much “glory” (performance time) for hours and hours of sitting in the band room while we rehearse the pieces they don’t even get to play. Not a good learning situation! 

Another factor to consider is the amount of extra time a percussionist is required to put into the program. When they begin, they are responsible for two times the practicing as they must master both mallet percussion and the snare drum. As they get older, they must become proficient on the bass drum, timpani, cymbals, and all other auxiliary percussion. This takes a lot of outside time! By the time percussionists are in high school, they become the core of the marching and pep bands. They have a higher pep band game attendance requirement and are essential to the success of the marching band, practicing twice a week during the summer. It has become INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT to be completely active in athletics AND succeed as a percussionist in band. Too many conflicts arise when I need my percussionists for each pep band appearance and the students are playing in the game. This leaves the ensemble short-handed and results in a poor-sounding pep band. If you put sports ahead of band, you’d be wise to choose another instrument. This doesn’t mean that you can’t play percussion if you enjoy varsity level sports, I simply ask that you ask yourself if there isn’t another instrument that would suit your personality and time commitment a bit better. 

I do not have any requirement regarding piano background for percussionists. What I do require is a comfortable knowledge of the piano keyboard. This is information taught to all students in general music classes in K-4th grade. Some students retain that knowledge better than others, and many students who do take piano lessons are more likely to have that knowledge at the ready and able to be applied to their percussion study.  

Taking all of the above into consideration, anyone is welcome to try out for the percussion section. Realize that I will only take five or six people maximum.  I realize that this will leave some students quite unhappy. It is my hope that (like MANY others in the past) you will still join the band program and allow me to help you flourish on a more suitable instrument! This happens to many students each year, and as predicted, by the end of the year, these students are so happy that they did NOT start on percussion. These students now love their chosen instrument!

I always leave the following option open to those who do not “make the cut” into the percussion section: Take percussion lessons in the summer and join the marching band as a percussionist, while continuing to practice their other instrument for symphonic band concerts the remainder of the year.

Any further questions or concerns regarding percussion study can be brought to my attention via e-mail or a quick note on the comment portion of the instrument interest form sent home with students this week. 

**Please discuss instrument choices carefully with your child. Feel free to write comments and questions in the provided space on the instrument interest form.

Step Three: Physical Checks

I will visit each of you individually at the elementary school and check to make sure that you are physically capable of playing your chosen instrument. I make final choices as I go so that if you don’t make the cut in your first choice, you can still try out your second choice.  Some students will be unable to play a specific instrument due to physical limitations (e.g. thick lips, severe overbite, short arms, etc.). This trial will save a lot of time and frustration on your child’s part. We all want success immediately! If you have an instrument already at your house and you really want to play that, let me know on your form and bring it in to Miss Jablonski so she can check to make sure it “fits” you!. (See section below on obtaining an instrument for your child if you don’t already own one.)

Step Four: Instrument Rental Night

Once your child gets “ok-ed” to play a certain instrument, you and your child will attend our “Rental Night” on Monday, May 23rd, at 6:30pm in the ES Cafeteria where a music store representative will lead you through the rental/purchase procedure. Bring a pen and checkbook as you will make an initial deposit on your instrument and be able to see it for the first time! (If you already have access to an instrument, you are still encouraged to come to this night as I talk about the program in general and you’ll want to order a book and accessories as well as potentially sign up for summer lessons. You won’t have to bring your instrument or stay while everyone else makes a down payment on their instruments.)
NOTE: Instruments will be distributed no earlier than the first band lesson (Tuesday, June 7th) so students will not pick up bad assembly, embouchure, or holding position habits. 

Obtaining an instrument for your child at the Rental Night table (or on your own!)

All students will need to get their own instruments (including percussion, which gets a drum pad and a bell kit).

Welhaven and Schmitt Music stores in Rochester both have a “rent with an option to buy later” program. Both stores have good reputations, a competent repair staff, and have representatives that stop by our school every week. I strongly encourage you to utilize this “rent to own” program to ensure that your child starts on an instrument that works well. There is nothing more frustrating than watching a student struggling to learn how to play, thinking it is their own poor ability when in reality it is due to an old or broken instrument. Digging “Aunt Mabel’s” clarinet out of the closet certainly may work as long as you have it examined by a professional repair technician first (both music stores have these on staff).

Please stay away from brightly colored instruments (ISOs = Instrument-Shaped Objects :D). They look fun, but are constructed poorly, break easily, and sound inferior to all other student-model instruments. Most repair stores won’t work on them. Also, before purchasing on eBay or Craigslist, please run it past me first. There are many “lemons” out there, and some are pitched in a different key and will not match/work in American band programs. I’d just need to know the make and model # to tell you if the instrument will work. Remember that you generally get what you pay for. Thanks!
Starting prices are listed below:

Welhaven Music:

flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, percussion kit:
$35
Phone: 282-4286

saxophone:  
$55
15 North Broadway

(initial down payment is for the first 3 months)

Rochester, MN  55904

Schmitt Music:


flute, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, percussion kit:     $35 down/$35 mo.

Phone: 288-1960

saxophone:
$55 down/$49 mo.

1765 Hwy 52 N.

Rochester, MN 55901

FOR BAND CLASS, YOU WILL NEED:

· An instrument in good working condition.

· All necessary supplies for that instrument (see supply list below for each instrument-can be purchased at either Schmitt or Welhaven). 

· One A+ Method Book by Ryan Anderson
SUPPLY LIST

FLUTE

· Cleaning cloth (can be made at home from any soft cloth, old pillowcase, old T-shirt, bandanas work well,….etc.)

· Cleaning rod (should come with the flute….double check that it is there. If not, purchase one for approx. $1)

· Polishing cloth (gray with pink on the inside….Leblanc brand)

CLARINET/ SAXOPHONE

· Swab (purchase or make at home)

· 4-holder reedguard

· Cork grease

· at least 4 reeds (not less than 2 ½ strength); boxes of reeds are cheaper in the long run (stay away from Rico, please. They are less expensive, but don’t sound very good and chip easily. You’ll end up paying more in the long run.)
TRUMPET/ FRENCH HORN/ TROMBONE/ EUPHONIUM (BARITONE)/TUBA
· Valve Oil 

· Slide Cream

· Mouthpiece brush

· “Snake”….(longer slide brush)

· Spray bottle (trombone only…6” or smaller, please!)

· Polishing cloth (yellow or beige)

PERCUSSION

· 5B drumsticks (2B or Vic Firth SD1 General is also fine) 

· plastic mallets (should come with the bell kit and drum pad)

· bell kit

· drum practice pad

Many of the supplies listed above come with the instrument. Check in your case and only purchase what you do not already have!

COST

Being in band does create ongoing expenses. Some instruments are more expensive than others. Many supplies will be included with the instrument from the manufacturer, but other things need to be purchased separately on a continual basis. Things like reeds, valve oil, slide cream, and drumsticks need to be purchased throughout the career of a musician. Percussionists and other students who use Chatfield’s instruments need to pay a usage fee so that we can repair and maintain the instruments that the school district allows students to use while in the band room.  Specific needs and costs will be outlined in an upcoming flyer to be sent home with your child.  All costs associated with music are undoubtedly a worthwhile contribution to the richness of your child’s life!

(If you are worried that band is something your child would like to be a part of, but you simply cannot afford it, let me know. We can usually work something out.)

Step Five: Attend Band Start-Up Week! – June 7th – 10th, 2016
We start our instrumental study in the summer so that I can give each student a full 90 minutes of instruction for four simultaneous days. One of the pitfalls of having only one director for 5-12 bands is that during the school year, a normal rotation has students meeting only once every six days. Students simply forget too much information in-between lessons and full band. This summer start-up program eliminates these educational issues. We are able to introduce care and maintenance of instruments, assembly, embouchure (mouth shape), hand and holding positions, and even learning their first pieces of music …all in four days! I will get the final schedule out to you Mid-May, but *most* classes are in the morning (scheduled between 8 – noon) for 45 minutes. I try to work around all other camps already happening throughout the district.
If you are unable to attend the start up week or the rental night (due to a family vacation or the like), please contact me so we can make alternate arrangements to start your child correctly and get him/her off to a great start! I hope you make every attempt to get your child to these events as it is much more fun to learn with friends!

Step Six: Sign up for Summer Lessons (past Start-Up Week) – Optional, but encouraged!
If your family budget allows, continue the positive exciting momentum that we build during start-up week throughout the summer with an individual (or group) lesson with a qualified instructor. Students who receive individual attention generally progress much faster than those who limit themselves to what full band class provides. Lessons are $8.50 for each 15 minutes of study. (Usually 15 minutes is all beginning students can handle, muscle-wise.) Students sign up for one 15 minute lesson a week. Day of the week and time of day are completely flexible (we teach Monday through Thursday) and can be built around your family’s schedule. Students can easily take a week off when there is a family vacation (most teachers take the week of the 4th of July off) or a camp to go to. Many students take advantage of this boost each year. It’s a great way for those who develop a bit slower to stay on pace with the group, and is wonderful to push those who display natural talent to their full potential! Lessons run the weeks of June 13, 20, and 27, then July 11, 18, and 25. (August is reserved for my HS marching band program and also gives the ES students a chance to grow on their own time, and enjoy the final month of their vacation!) Payment for the six weeks ($50 – cash, or checks made payable to “Katy Jablonski”) can be paid at the Rental Night as well as signing up for a lesson time. Feel free to discuss a payment reduction if you can only make a portion of the lesson weeks. Few are better than none!
I look forward to spending quality time with your child in the Chatfield Band Program!  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have. (E-mail is best as it’s hard to catch phone calls in the midst of our busy days, phone 2nd best!) kjablonski@chatfield.k12.mn.us
Musically Yours, 

Katy Jablonski, Director of Bands: Chatfield Public Schools

(cut here and return bottom portion to your classroom teacher ASAP, but no later than Friday, May 6th)
INSTRUMENT INTEREST FORM

STUDENT NAME____________________________________

FIRST CHOICE______________________

PARENT/S NAME___________________________________

SECOND CHOICE____________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________

THIRD CHOICE______________________

PHONE #__________________________________________

E-MAIL____________________________________________

COMMENTS (tell me if you already have access to an instrument, or anything else you might want to tell me regarding instrument choices. Continue on the back if you need more room!) :

