SO YOUR CHILD IS IN BAND…

NOW WHAT?!

A Survival Manual for the First-Time Band Parent

BY

Miss Katy Jablonski, Director

Chatfield Band Program (Grades 5-12)

WELCOME!

So Your Child is in Band…Now What?

Starting band is an exciting time, but it can prove daunting to those families who have never been a part of the band experience. The following pages outline the details surrounding band life, making it easy for both parents and child to succeed in the instrumental music world. I welcome you to the Chatfield band program!

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Parental involvement during the first two years is critical to student progress as students only receive group instruction as opposed to much needed individual attention.  Follow these tips to ensure that your child gets off to a great musical start:


Act as your child’s personal trainer!

Reminder: You don’t need to have any musical skills yourself to be helpful! Most ideas and tips listed below are simple study skills/strategies that will reinforce what their other classroom teachers are teaching.

· Encourage your child with constant, positive feedback.

There is nothing more heartbreaking to me than having a student come to class and tell me that their parents told them to stop practicing because they sounded terrible! Beginners always sound “interesting”. Praise every little success, every obstacle overcome. Remind them that future success makes the hard work and frustration (there WILL be frustration…that is OK!) completely worth it!

“The squeak of today is the tone of tomorrow…”

· Set up a regular practice area and develop a daily routine.

Pick a spot in your home (preferably not outside or in the cold garage) that is quiet and undisturbed. It is important that your child has practice sessions that are uninterrupted by phone calls, computer game noises, TV, or noisy siblings. Set up practice times that are at the same time every day (or maintain a weekly schedule depending on weekly activities). Structure and routine are helpful for quick progress.

[Treat practicing as you would any other homework, as it is homework for our class. Remember that I introduce new concepts in class as a math teacher would. We do a few “practice problems” during rehearsal, but the majority of the learning and retention drilling is done at home, like any other class.]

· Help your child fill out their practice chart. 

This is much like a study guide in any other class. It is there to focus your child’s mind on what I want them to work on for the week. Sign it, verifying their practice routine on a weekly basis. Make sure it is filled out properly. The charts are turned in on a monthly basis. See “Bandyland” practice information!
· Put up a sign by your door reminding your child to bring their instrument to school.

This is especially important as we have band every-other-day instead of the ideal daily scenario.

· Help your child take care of their instrument.

Protect your investment and prevent unnecessary frustrations your child would experience simply due to a broken horn. As an example, just as you’d never let your car go too long without an oil change, you should always keep your brass instrument well lubricated (metal against metal = bad!). Students are taught the proper way to clean and maintain their instruments. Slide cream, swabs, valve oil, snakes, etc. are all necessary items to keep in the instrument’s case. Refer to the front of their method book or contact me with any questions. 

· Support your child by attending their concerts. It means so much to them and you’ll see the fruits of their efforts!
· If your financial situation allows, sign up your child for individual lessons outside of school. 

There is no substitute for individual attention, something Chatfield students unfortunately do not receive due to scheduling issues. If the student is able to get individual help, progress is exponentially greater. Even one individual lesson can give your child a boost ahead (or help catch them up if they are behind). I offer lessons after school at the HS (a bus can take interested students there) at the same rate as summer study.($7.50/15 minutes, $15/30 minutes) Contact me via e-mail to schedule a lesson time if interested!
· Encourage your child to listen to quality music of all styles.

…even if it is Elvis! ( Encourage them to sing along, tap their foot to the beat, or dance! Take your child to concerts in Rochester or here at the school. A huge part of musical learning is aural modeling. If a student hears a professional tone (or one more highly developed than their own), they are learning literally by osmosis. There’s no better way to get better on an instrument than by listening to great players on that instrument.

· Keep me informed of your child’s attitude towards band.

With so many students and not much contact time, it may be hard for me to see past that smiling face if unhappiness lies under the surface.
· As your child flows through the different levels of the CPS band program, become involved on parent committees (if interested). 

From chaperoning to uniform organization, there’s bound to be some small way that you can show your child that you support their efforts and the arts in general.

Following these tips will get your child off to a successful start. They will reap the benefits of instrumental music study for years to come!

On the following pages, I’ve given you a band “flow-chart” for our program. This should answer any questions about how often students have band, what they learn each year, what is expected of them time-wise, etc. Read at your leisure!  After that section, a list of 5th grade student expectations is delineated. Should you ever wonder, “is this REALLY what Miss Jablonski is saying?”, this information should clear things up!

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

MORNING ARRIVAL ROUTINE

· When coming in from outside, drop off your instrument in the band room BEFORE going to your locker.

· Assemble your instrument and carefully place it underneath your chair (keys up!) and put your folder on your music stand or chair, ready-to-go.

· Go to your locker and prepare for the rest of your school day, checking in with your homeroom teacher for attendance and lunch count.
· Go to the band room quietly when your teacher dismisses you.
TRAVELING IN THE SCHOOL HALLS

· Walk in a single file line, staying near the lockers.

· No talking while in the hallway
· Travel as quickly as possible WITHOUT running.

· Make sure that you have all materials with you (instrument, method book, music, folder, pencil).

*Remember, other classes are in session. Please refrain from talking as it disturbs study time.

ENTERING THE BAND ROOM/REHEARSAL PREPARATION

· Enter quietly in a single file line and take your seat within your section.

· Stretch muscles (face and hands, too!)

· Soak reeds and buzz your lips (after one minute, buzz into mouthpieces…but NOT into the entire instrument)

· Take your instrument out of its case (remembering label up!), assemble it properly, and store your case under your chair during rehearsal. 

*Trombones and tubas, keep your cases out to the side of the room. Stack them neatly against the wall, not blocking the door.

· Look on the board for the rehearsal order of the day.

· Continue to buzz, soak reeds, and AIR JAM (silently finger through the exercises in your book without blowing air into your instruments) while waiting for Miss Jablonski to begin rehearsal.

DURING REHEARSAL

· All individual questions must wait until after class is over. (These include telling me about what you did the night before, broken instrument issues, etc.)

· Questions that will affect the entire group should be addressed by raising your hand.

· The podium policy is in place. If I’m on the podium, you are to become quiet immediately as instruction is about to begin. If I step off the podium while I talk, remain quiet and listen. If I step off the podium and ask you to switch pieces, you may talk and stretch.

EXITING THE BAND ROOM

· I dismiss you, not the bell. Wait until I dismiss you before beginning to “pack up”.

· Swab out your instrument/wash mouthpieces in the sink, put your instrument in its case, latch it properly, and put it back in your “cage”. (Pick it up after school on your way out the door for home practice.) 

· Replace chairs and stands to their proper place and check to see that you have everything that you brought to the band room before you leave.

· Return to your chairs, wait for final announcements for my dismissal.

· Walk quietly back to your classroom.

HOME PRACTICE

Practice Goals/Expectations

· At least 15 minutes per day, five days per week.

· Treat your instrument like your best friend. (You wouldn’t leave your friend alone, or ignore him/her for a day, would you?) It needs frequent attention to maintain that friendship!

· Taking even one day off can be detrimental to your muscle development. Since musicians are also athletes, we have muscles that need training. Muscles not being used atrophy, or waste away. In order to make progress and get better on your instrument, you need to play daily, even if it is only for a few minutes. 5 minutes is better than nothing!

· Your 15 minutes can be all at once, or divided into multiple segments.

· Remember, air jamming, “chewing”, buzzing, writing in your counting, etc. all count toward practice time. So does your time in after-school lessons!

“How” to Practice

· Pick a line in your book (or music) to practice.

· Say the names of the notes out loud all the way to the end.

· Look up the fingerings of any notes that are unfamiliar to you. Check the key signature!

· Play the notes (ignoring the rhythm for now) in whole notes to learn the finger patterns and ensure that your notes are speaking on the correct partial shelf.

· Write in the counting underneath the notes. (Don’t forget your circles!)

· Slowly count and clap the rhythm out loud.

· Count and clap the rhythm silently in your head.  

· Repeat this until you have it “in your ear”…(until you are able to hear what the rhythm sounds like without concentrating on the counting).

· Play the rhythm on any note.

· Air jam on the correct notes and the correct rhythm while counting out loud.

· Play as written. Start slowly and gradually speed up through constant repetition.

COMMON OBSTACLES TO PRACTICING

-Being Sick-

Colds

Sometimes playing your instrument and using your air properly will actually help to clear up a cold! There have been studies done that give evidence to suggest that singing rattles all of the gunk that builds up in your head while you’re sick. It makes your nose run, etc. which actually flushes the icky stuff out of your system faster! When we play our instrument, we are actually singing into it…the instrument is just an extension of our voice! So…feeling sick? Practice! (
Flu

I don’t suggest practicing when you are so sick that you can’t get out of bed. Concentrate your energy on getting better!

**Remember: If you play when you are sick (having a cold, etc.) make sure to use the same reed until you get better (rinsing it off after practice under a faucet), THEN THROW YOUR OLD REED AWAY once you are feeling better!!! If you continue to play on the same reed, you’ll get sick again. Always wash your mouthpiece out after every time you play each day, but be especially diligent when you are sick so as not to spread germs.

-Mouth/Lip Problems-
(New braces, canker sores, split lips, cold sores, etc.)

When your lips/mouth are “out of commission” due to various ailments, practice with a pencil! (You’ll hear my pencil story in class.) I call this “air jamming”…pretending you are playing your instrument, but without making any sound. While your sound may be impossible to produce at the time, your fingers, hands, and arms can always use the workout! Sometimes moving our fingers is the most difficult thing about the music. I suggest practicing that way occasionally even when you AREN’T sick!

-A younger sibling (baby) is sleeping and playing your instrument would disturb that –

Talk to your parents/guardian about the household schedule. Find a small amount of time that you can practice and 1) be undisturbed  and 2) not do the  disturbing!  If you are having trouble finding time, simply do one of the following things:

1) Air Jam

2) Pencil Practice

3) Buzz

4) Tonguing

5) Breathing Exercises

Also spend time working on rhythms, writing in counting, and other things that can be done silently. You do need actual time on the instrument so that your muscles grow strong. If there is NO time, try to get to school early (or stay late after school) and use a practice room in the music wing of our school.

-“I just don’t have TIME to practice!” (I have to go to grandma’s today after school so I can’t practice. I have wrestling tonight, so I can’t practice.) –

There is always time to practice! Perhaps it will mean waking up 5 minutes earlier to get in some practicing before coming to school. Perhaps it will mean 15 minutes less TV per night. Perhaps it means talking on the phone 10 minutes less, or playing video/computer games 15 minutes less a night. Try to find little chunks of time where you just sit around. Schedule in practicing time during “homework time”. (Practicing for band IS homework, you know! Music homework.) Also, while you are watching TV, you can practice breathing exercises, or buzz on your mouthpiece. Whenever there is a commercial break, you can put the mouthpiece on the instrument and play a few long tones. There’s ALWAYS time to get a bit of practicing in. If you go to grandma’s house, bring your instrument with! I’m sure she’d love to hear it! If you go on vacation, bring your mouthpiece so you can keep those mouth muscles in shape by buzzing occasionally! 30 seconds a day will keep you in shape! If you need help with your schedule, come and talk to me. Figuring out where to fit practice time in is my specialty!

-Forgot Music/Instrument at home/school-

Do some breathing exercises. Use a pencil and practice simple fingering patterns. Make your fingers move together. Pretend you have your instrument with you and look in the mirror. Check posture, hand position, face, and practice RELAXING!

There are many other “excuses” that I hear on a regular basis. My philosophy is: there is very little in my mind that actually counts as a valid non-practice excuse. Simply put, to be a great musician, hard work and dedication is required. 

After all, no one would expect a basketball player to be any good if s/he never went out every day to shoot hoops! Following all of these procedures and guidelines will ensure that you grow into a fabulous musician!

A GRADE-BY-GRADE PROGRESSION THROUGH THE PROGRAM

5th GRADE 

Textbook (Method Book):  Essential Elements 2000 w/DVD (Level 1 – Yellow/Gold)

Rehearsal Schedule: Band 5 meets every-other-day on “B” days. 
Musical Concepts Learned: basic note and rest values (whole, half, quarter, dotted quarter, and eighth notes and rests), rhythms up through but not including sixteenth notes in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 time, slurs, ties, staccato, legato, accent, repeat sign, basic dynamic levels, introduction of intonation once proper tone is established, basic composition/notation, beginning band and concert etiquette, and podium procedures

Scales/Arpeggios: Bb, Eb, F, Ab Concert as well as a 1 8va scale starting and ending on Eb concert. Tested with partners. Music may be used during test.

Percussion Skills: We begin with mallet work (the bell kit).  Snare is introduced (proper warm up techniques, grip, stroke, 8-in-a-hand, natural rebounds) but is not utilized in full band rehearsal during the 5th grade year. I encourage percussion students to be playing with their sticks on their practice pads at home to build their “chops” (hand/wrist/forearm muscles). Snare drum study can begin the summer after their 5th grade year. 
Evaluation: 5th graders are evaluated at the end of each quarter during their 5th grade year. 5th grader evaluation emphasizes procedural strength as there are many things to remember when “living” in the band room. Things like having your instrument, folder, pencil, and other necessary materials with you, turning completed practice charts in, preparing their textbook/workbook with counting properly written in before each class period are essential skills that teach promptness and responsibility. 5th graders also perform the scales in the back of their method book in groups of two in front of the class. Music does not have to be memorized. This is an important exercise that builds confidence for any type of public performance, whether giving a speech or playing a solo, duet, or trio at a concert. 
GRADING BREAKDOWN:

50% - Daily Participation Points (2 per day). The first point is given if students have all materials with them for class. The second point is for behavior, attitude, effort, and the overall following of procedures during class.  

25% - Written Work. Any theory or composition work falls under this category. 

25% - Practice Charts. Charts will be collected monthly for a quarterly grade, complete with a parent/guardian signature. Generally speaking, 15 minutes, 5 times a week is the suggested formula to get full “A” points. Each month is slightly different for minute totals depending on the number of days per month. Each new calendar will clearly state the grading point break-down. Each 15-minute practice session that a student accomplishes will result in moving one “space” forward on our classroom “bandyland”  wall-board. The first three to get to the “finish” square will win a coveted end-of-year prize! More information to follow! 
Concerts: 5th graders play in two concerts: a January concert at the ES gym, and the spring 5-12 Pops Concert in the HS gym held each year the third Saturday in April (for the 2013-2014 school year, it is May 17th due to Easter and spring break hitting our usual April weekend). Both of these concerts are required for all band students and are special evenings to showcase what we’ve been learning! 
Concert Dress: Anything “dressy” is appropriate for the 5th graders. No specific colors are needed unless the students come up with a fun theme. Without giving away 2014’s theme, there will be no need for specific colors this year. ( Think of what you’d wear to a loved one’s wedding or funeral and use that as your guide.
6th GRADE

Textbook (Method Book): Essential Elements 2000 w/DVD (Level 2 – Red)

Rehearsal Schedule:  Band 6 meets every-other-day on “A” days.
Musical Concepts Learned: continued review of the note/rest values learned in fifth grade, sixteenth notes/rests (group of 4 and eighth two-sixteenth, two-sixteenth eighth, rhythms), triplets, begin study of compound meter (6/8 and 3/8 time) as well as cut time, with note/rest values explained in new meters, divisi, simile, continued study of intonation by sections

Scales/Arpeggios: 2 Octave Bb, Eb, F, Ab, C Concert as well as a 2 8va Chromatic Scale starting and ending on Eb Concert. Tested in lessons and in full band throughout the year. Final playing test is taken individually.

Percussion Skills: Focus in now on the snare drum. Bass Drum, Timpani, and Auxiliary percussion (triangle, woodblock, tambourine, cymbals, etc.) is learned as needed for concert pieces throughout the year. 

Evaluation: 6th graders are evaluated at the end of each quarter during their 6th grade year. 6th grader evaluation emphasizes procedural strength as there are many things to remember when “living” in the band room. Things like having your instrument, folder, pencil, and other necessary materials with you, turning completed practice charts in, preparing their textbook/workbook with counting properly written in before each class period are essential skills that teach promptness and responsibility. 6th graders also perform the scales in the back of their method book individually in front of the class. This important exercise builds confidence for any type of public performance, whether giving a speech or playing a solo, duet, or trio at a concert. 

GRADING BREAKDOWN:

50% - Daily Participation Points (2 per day). The first point is given if students have all materials with them for class. The second point is for behavior, attitude, effort, and the overall following of procedures during class.  

25% - Written Work. Any theory or composition work falls under this category. 

25% - Practice Charts. Charts will be collected monthly for a quarterly grade, complete with a parent/guardian signature. Generally speaking, 15 minutes, 5 times a week is the suggested formula to get full “A” points. Each month is slightly different for minute totals depending on the number of days per month. Each new calendar will clearly state the grading point break-down. Each 15-minute practice session that a student accomplishes will result in moving one “space” forward on our classroom “bandyland”  wall-board. The first three to get to the “finish” square will win a coveted end-of-year prize! More information to follow! 
Concerts: 6th graders play in two concerts: a January concert at the ES gym, and the spring 5-12 Pops Concert in the HS gym held each year the third Saturday in April (for the 2013-2014 school year, it is May 17th due to Easter and spring break hitting our usual April weekend). Both of these concerts are required for all band students and are special evenings to showcase what we’ve been learning! 6th graders also play at pep fests and school assemblies as well as providing music for other festive holidays throughout the year.

Concert Dress: For both concerts, anything “dressy” is allowed. .

7th and 8th  GRADE

Textbook (Method Book): Continued use of Essential Elements 2000 (V.2 –red), Miss Jablonski’s scale curriculum packet, Lip Benders, and concert sheet music. Percussionists spend the majority of time working off of the VicFirth website and their supplementary exercises.

Rehearsal Schedule: The MS Concert Band meets daily for 25 minutes. Band and Choir split the 50-minute 5th period with students not in choir getting studyhall time in the band room before our ensemble rehearsal starts. Students receive small group sectional lessons during the school day SST time (9:41am-9:58am). 
LESSON SCHEDULE

Mondays: Flute/Oboe/Clarinet/Saxophone
Tuesdays: Horn

Wednesdays: Trumpet

Thursdays: Trombone/Euphonium/Tuba/Tenor and Bari Sax

Fridays: Percussion

Musical Focus/Course Objectives: 

· Heavy emphasis on curricular learning, not visible performances.

· Continued individual improvement of instrumental technique through comprehensive scale/rhythm building.

· Begin work on mature ensemble blend, balance, phrasing, style, and articulation through quality literature

· Continue study of intonation tendencies, moving toward more individual responsibility.

· Increase concert/performance involvement, allowing for participation in alternate performance outlets such as pep, marching, and jazz bands

Scales/Arpeggios: All 12 Major Scales are learned in Middle School.  The “Circle Test” is taken individually in front of the class during the last quarter of the year by both 7th (not memorized) and 8th graders (memorized). 

Percussion Skills:  Focus is now two-fold: Mallet skills are tested using the Circle of 5ths Scale Test that all other band members play. Snare work includes the study of the 40 PAS (Percussion Arts Society) rudiments. 7th Graders complete quadrants A and B on the VicFirth website, 8th graders review/test on A and B on an accelerated schedule, then proceed to learn quadrants C and D.  7th graders test at the bronze level. 8th graders test A/B on silver, C/D on bronze.

Evaluation: Letter grades given at the end of each quarter are based on the following aspects of class: 
25% - Lesson Attendance/Assignment Progress
25% - Scale/Rudiment Tests

50% - Daily Participation Points and Concerts (attendance, attitude, work ethic, bringing materials to class, etc.)

Concerts: 7th and 8th graders play in three concerts throughout the year: our Veteran’s Day Concert in November (HS Gym), the home MSHSL festival concert in March, and the spring theme Pops Concert in April (for 2014, May 17 due to Easter and Spring break hitting our usual 3rd week in April). 

Concert Dress: For the November Veteran’s Day Concert and March festival concerts, they are to wear “black and white”. For boys, this means long-sleeved (collared) white dress shirts with long black tie, black pants, black socks, and black dress shoes. For girls, a white dressy blouse/shirt/sweater, and black dress pants or long black skirt (ankle length +) with black dress shoes. Again, the clothing is to be as dressy as possible! For the spring pops concert, anything “dressy” is allowed. Think of what you’d wear to a loved one’s wedding or funeral and use that as your guide. No specific color is necessary.
9-12 BANDS
Textbook (Method Book): Miss Jablonski’s Warm-Up/Resource Binder (includes Garwood Whaley Rhythm studies, Essential Technique for Band, Total Musicianship for Band, Treasury of Scales Warm-ups, etc.), concert music, pep band music, solo/ensemble music.

Rehearsal Schedule: The High School bands meet every day during BLOCK D (8th hour only). Sectionals (all of the flutes, all of the percussion, etc.) are scheduled at 7:30am and are a required portion of the student’s grade. Sectionals are generally held once a week depending on the needs of the ensemble. 
SECTIONAL SCHEDULE:

Mondays: All upper woodwinds (flute/ob/clarinet/saxes)

Tuesdays: All low brass and woodwinds (tbn, euph, tuba, bcl, bsn, tsax, bsax)

Wednesdays: Percussion

Thursdays: Trumpets

Fridays: Horns

Musical Focus/Course Objectives:

· Heavy emphasis on visible performance and continued review of curriculum learned

· Continued individual improvement of instrumental technique through rotating daily warm-up routine

· Refine detailed work on mature ensemble playing: blend, balance, style, and articulation

· Refine study of intonation tendencies, putting total responsibility on each individual member to blend within the group.

· Complete involvement in all symphonic, marching, pep, and jazz ensembles. Solo and small ensemble work is strongly encouraged.

Scales/Arpeggios: Review all 12 Major Scales while learning the natural, harmonic, and melodic minor scales and church modes. 

Percussion Skills: Percussionists continue to learn the class’s required scales on the mallet instruments while increasing their skills on the snare rudiments. Quadrants should be at the following levels:



A/B

C/D

9th Grade:
Gold

Silver

10th Grade:
Platinum
Gold

11th Grade:
Diamond
Platinum

12 Grade: 
Diamond
Diamond

Evaluation: Letter grades given at the end of each quarter are based on the following aspects of class:  25% - Sectional Attendance,  25% - Pep Band Participation,  25% - Concert/Performance Attendance,  25% - Daily Participation (daily attendance, participation points any written work, attitude, work ethic, bringing all materials to class, etc.)

Concerts: 9-12th graders have a rigorous performing schedule as they play in seven concerts, three parades, and various pep band events throughout the year. Public performances are: Western Days Parade, Homecoming football game field show/parade/pep fest, Veteran’s Day, Holiday Concert, MSHSL Large Group Contest, Contest Home Concert, spring Pops Concert, Memorial Day Program and Parade, and Graduation. 

Concert Dress: “Concert Black” is used for the Veteran’s Day concert and our winter concert. For the gentlemen, this means: full tuxedo (school owns these), black dress shoes, and black socks! For ladies, this means: a black dress or a long black skirt (well below the knees) or black dress pants with a black sweater/blouse/dressy top, skin-toned nylons if any, and black dress shoes.  Skirt/pant length is to be ankle or floor length and sleeves are to be 3/4th or full (long) length. For the spring pops concert, guys continue to wear “Concert Black” while ladies wear formal gowns. (An opportunity to re-wear a prom or snowball dress!)
OTHER ASPECTS TO THE CPS BAND PROGRAM

PEP BAND/MARCHING BAND

PEP BAND = Plays at pep fests and athletic events.

MARCHING BAND = Performs at Western Days, Homecoming, and Memorial Day Parades as well as their main focus, the Homecoming field show. 

This is an exciting, fun part of the band program that enhances what we do in the classroom throughout the year. 8-12th graders are required to be in both the pep and marching bands as they are part of our complete band program.  8th graders are part of the marching and pep band program, and their tenure starts the summer after their 7th grade year.  

JAZZ ENSEMBLE

The jazz ensemble is open to anyone in grades 7-12 interested in the jazz genre of music. The ensemble begins rehearsal in the summer and rehearses during the school year on a rotating schedule based on student schedule availability. We play at both the Veteran’s Day and spring Pops concerts.  In the past we’ve performed  dance concerts with area schools and have traveled to the UW-Eau Claire Jazz Festival in March where students compete.
SOLO/ENSEMBLE

Solo or ensemble work is strongly encouraged as students learn how to play independently, instead of relying on other members of their section. Solo work teaches students how to work with a piano accompanist and also makes them completely responsible for the entire performance. Their sound is exposed, ready to analyze and improve! Ensemble work is much like band rehearsal, but is student-run with only one person per instrument part. A student hears his/her sound as part of a group, but it ultimately responsible for the success of that particular part, therefore adding to the overall success of the ensemble’s performance.  This is the BEST way to learn about personal tone and intonation!

HONOR BANDS/MN ALL-STATE BAND

Participation in various honor bands is highly valuable in that ambitious band students get to perform in a normal band setting with students from other schools across the state. These experiences are especially eye-opening for the “best” students in the school, as they are able to see that there are people of similar talent elsewhere in the state. These honor ensembles compile the best of the area schools in one or two short days filled with rehearsals, clinics, and other fun activities and create an amazing finale concert sure to leave the students wanting more!

The MN All-State Band is the “Honor Band of Honor Bands”. This prestigious group contains the most elite high school musicians in the state. Entrance is by audition only and is highly competitive. Students must begin preparing for this audition one full year in advance.

